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PREFACE.

e O O e

The Kashmir Durbar as also those interested in
the Philosophy of the sacred soil of Kashyapa are to be
complimented on the appearance in public, for the first
time, of Volume I of the Ishvara Pratyabhijia by
Utpala Deva, together with the commentary of Abhinava
Gupta, containing, asthe text does, much of the best
Indian thought in support of the rationalistic basis of
the Advaita Shaivaism of Kashmir. Since it fell from
the lips of Utpala, the famous pupil of Somananda who
1s traditionally believed to be the founder of Pratyabhi-
jia Shastra or ¢ Philosophy proper of the Trika’, how
many clouds of mystery has it cleared away, how many
troubled hearts has it tranquillised, and how many
seekers after truth have found the way, across the ocean

of miseries, to the home of eternal bliss by the recogni-
tion of the true self !

II. The MSS., on which this edition of the Ishvara
Pratyabhijnd Vimarshini, Volume I, has mainly been
based, are the following :—

(=% )}—DBelonging to Pandit Govardhana of this De-
partment. It contains 23 leaves of old Kashmiri paper.
Of this a copy was made in this office,

(@ )—DBelonging to M. M. Pandit Mukund Ram
Shastri, late of this Department.

(7 )—Belonging to Maheshvara Rajanaka, also of
this Department. It is about 150 years old and con-
sists of 175 leaves of very old Kashmiri paper.

(g )—DBelonging to the Library of this Department,
It contains 390 leaves of Kashmiri paper.

II1.  All these manuscripts are written in Sharada
characters, They are generally correct and contain
some marginal notes with a few variant readings here
and there, Of these, the last three were intelligently
made use of in collating the first therewith,




11 PREFACE.

The owners of these MSS., all of whom are con-
nected with this Department in one way or the other,
are specially to be thanked for their kindness in lending
the MSS,, as also for the satisfactory discharge of their
respective duties., No less share of credit is due to
other employees of this Department, who have helped
in the publication of this book in the latter way only.

IV. No doubt, the highly abstruse and deeply
philosophical contents of this book urge on the necessity
of an introduction being written out on it, in order to
give the foretaste of the subject-matter and to acquaint
the reader with the underlying ideas of the book. But
partly, in view of the keen interest the sister works of
the Ishvara Pratyabhijiia have awakened in the educated
public, and of the consequent demand for this book
from all quarters in India and abroad and partly due to
some more pressing duties devolving upon me, the
writing of an introduction on the Ishvara Pratyabhijia
Vimarshini, on the lines of modern scholarship and
research, has perforce been postponed for the time being,
This I intend to do as soop as I see the work on its
way to completion.

Srinagar, Kashmir. } MADHUSUDAN KAUL,
The 28th March 1919. Sulsrtri, M. A, M.O.L,,

Superintendent, Research Department,
Jammu and Kashmir State.
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